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Introduction
At Radnor Primary School we recognise the importance of learning outside the classroom. We believe that the outdoor learning environment has much to offer to pupils as it can provide relevant and engaging experiences that support learning in all areas of the curriculum. 
‘Pupils learn by moving and moving needs space. Only through ready access to the outdoors and stimulating outdoor provision can a child’s physical development, personal, social and emotional wellbeing and learning across the curriculum flourish.’ 
– Marjorie Ouvry (2001)

Outdoor Learning (OL) is a broad term that includes: outdoor play, school grounds projects, environmental education, recreational and adventure activities, personal and social development, continuous and enhanced provision, forest school and more. 
Aims
· To raise the profile of outdoor learning across the school
· To include pupils when planning for outdoor learning
· To use the outdoor environment as an extension of our classrooms to provide pupils with experiential opportunities allowing each child to respond positively to opportunities, challenges and responsibilities
· To use the outdoor learning environments to further literacy and numeracy skills
· Our OL environments aim to provide stimulating and exciting places which take account of the pupils’ interests and are frequently used throughout the year to enhance learning
· To provide the opportunity for pupils to access the outdoor area whenever possible.
· To ensure the outdoor areas offers pupils the opportunity to develop their gross motor skills
· To encourage pupils to respect the outdoor environment and care for living things
· To provide a safe and secure environment where pupils can take risks in a controlled space
· To support learning in the outdoors by sharing pupils’ experiences and interests

Teaching and Learning Styles
Our aim is to make Outdoor Learning an enjoyable and engaging learning experience. We encourage pupils to explore their natural environment; investigating and discovering as individuals, in groups and also with adults. Discovery lies at the heart of outdoor learning and it is essential that pupils have this time to discover and explore the setting to gain an understanding of the world around them. We aim to ensure that the outdoor area offers pupils the opportunity to investigate and explore, problem solve, use their imagination and creativity. We believe that adults play a vital role in outdoor learning and aim to provide appropriate adult intervention to help pupils make progress in their learning. As well as this, develop and enhance pupils’ learning through play and shared learning experiences.  
We recognise that pupils have different experience of the outdoor environment so we ensure appropriate differentiation of learning opportunities for all pupils by providing a range of challenge designed to match a range of needs. We achieve this by:

· Setting common tasks which are open ended and can have a variety of responses

· Setting tasks of increasing complexity and challenge with the understanding that not all pupils will complete all tasks – although all are free to try
· Providing differentiated resources
· Using classroom assistants to support the work of individuals or groups of pupils
Opportunities
OL does not have a mapped curriculum but we seek to offer outdoor experiences whenever possible. Teachers link OL experiences to learning throughout a context and other areas of the curriculum (games, maths, literacy, science, etc.).

Weather is often seen as a restrictive factor but we aim to see weather conditions as an opportunity to develop pupils' learning. Staff are expected to encourage the pupils to be more resilient about weather conditions. 

The development of outdoor learning areas within the school is ongoing as is using the enclosed space confined within the school. The OL Leader is working with staff and pupil groups to ensure progress in this area.
‘Forest School’ has become a regular outdoor learning experience at Radnor which takes place at Thompson’s Park as part of our Radnor University sessions on a weekly basis, for six weeks, three times a year.

There is an expectation that pupils will have access to outdoor play every day all year round. Well planned play, both indoors and outdoors is a key factor allowing young pupils to learn with enjoyment and challenge. Through play, they behave in different ways: sometimes their play will be energetic, sometimes they will describe and discuss what they are doing, and sometimes they will be quiet and reflective.

· Rotas for playtimes and lunchtime supervision by teachers are clearly displayed on the staff room notice board
· Rotas for different sports activities during play/lunchtime are clearly displayed on the staff room notice board
· The playground has been devised into different activity zones representing pupils' interests. A map of these zones is clearly displayed on the staff room notice board and has been shared with all members of staff
· Teaching Assistants also supervise playtimes and lunchtimes, providing adult intervention and encouragement within play
·  At lunchtimes pupils are supervised by midday supervisors some of whom are TAs within the school and again providing positive adult intervention


· Upper KS2 pupils act as buddies for the rest of the school, supporting younger pupils during playtimes and lunchtimes
In Reception, Year 1 and Year 2
Each classroom within these years has outdoor access to encourage the use of outdoors as an extension of the classroom. Outdoor learning is a central component to our EY curriculum, although we are looking to develop this further up the school. It is expected that all pupils are provided with high quality learning opportunities within the outdoor area as often as possible.
The provision in the outdoor areas within the EY shows clear links to the planned indoor curriculum and builds on pupils' interests. This is achieved by allowing pupils to provide ideas through pupil voice sessions based around chosen stimuli. The various ideas for the enhanced provision both indoors and outdoors forms an element of the planning for pupils’ outdoor learning experiences. Adults then plan for further opportunities within their weekly planning.

In Years 3 to 6
Outdoor learning opportunities in these years is not an integral part of the curriculum, however, opportunities are taken to use the outdoor environment when a natural link to learning is identified.
 
One of our objectives within our current OL action plan is to raise the profile of OL within the school. One aim is find opportunities for older pupils to explore meaningful ways to access the outdoors regularly, both in the school setting and using the locality. 

In the Literacy and Numeracy Frameworks
Planning for OL opportunities is in line with the LNF and we aim to embed literacy and numeracy skills in outdoor teaching and learning. Teachers refer to the LNF when planning. Younger pupils, who have access to the outdoors from their classrooms are provided with challenges relating to the LNF in their outdoor area. Each skill is explicitly displayed next to the activity in child speak as a prompt for pupils as well as adults allowing them to support the development of the skill.
The Contribution of Outdoor Learning to Teaching Within the Skills Framework

Developing Communication
OL develops communication skills through:
· Pupils listening and responding to each other to obtain information
· Listening to the contributions of others, considering their points of view

· Communicating in a way that suits the subject and audience

· Showing an increasing awareness of the social conventions of discussions and conversation, contributing and responding appropriately

· Communicating clearly and confidently in a way that suits the subject and audience
Developing Thinking
OL develops thinking skills through:
· Identifying and making links with prior skills and knowledge related to context
· Identifying gaps and building on existing skills, knowledge and understanding required for the task
· Suggesting how to find relevant information and ideas
· Planning the process/method to be used
· Determining success criteria and giving justification for choice
· Developing and combining a variety of imaginative ideas, possibilities and alternatives, including those of others
· Beginning to make use of errors and unexpected outcomes
· Experimenting confidently with own and others’ ideas
· From considered opinions making informed decisions
· Following the planned process/method, making some amendments where necessary
Developing Number

OL develops number skills through:

· Using numbers in practical situations

· Using measuring equipment and make reasonable estimates

· Using the language of position and movement

· Recording, interpreting and presenting data
Developing ICT
Outdoor Learning develops IT skills through:

· Using ICT recording equipment such as digital cameras and iPads 
Inclusion
All pupils have access to outdoor learning opportunities. Within this area we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make good progress and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this. 
We enable all pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in outdoor learning. On occasions pupils have the opportunity to participate in activities outside our school (a sports event at another school), we carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils.
Special Needs
We teach all pupils, whatever their ability and individual needs through careful planning and assessment. We achieve this by: -

· Providing resources that reflect diversity

· Using a range of teaching strategies

· Differentiating tasks and resources

· Providing different levels of support (teacher, LSA or other child)

· Taking into account the targets set in the pupils’ Individual Education Plans (IEPS)
· Planning for pupils who are more able and talented
· Setting common tasks which are open ended and can have a variety of responses and differentiated outcomes

· Giving opportunities for pupils to become independent learners and increase their self-esteem

· If and when appropriate grouping pupils by ability in the room and setting different tasks for each ability group

· Celebrating good work in display and performance

Assessment and Recording
Good practice in assessing outdoor learning is no different from assessment elsewhere in school. Activities should allow pupils to demonstrate understanding and progress in a range of areas and skills.

Assessment may be teacher led, peer or self assessment. Most importantly it should be applied to determine the individual's next steps.
OL activities/experiences will be found in teachers short and medium term planning. Evidence of learning is provided from pupils’ work, observations and a record of photographs kept by the class teacher.
 
Assessment for Learning 

All pupils are encouraged to evaluate their own work and to suggest ways in which to improve. Teachers record the progress made by pupils against the learning objectives and skills required for their activities.   
In addition, older pupils are encouraged to assess others’ work according to the success criteria - peer assessment.

· Success criteria are devised with the pupils in order to clarify how they can achieve the highest standards
· Using a mixture of individual/pair/group activities, including Think/Pair/Share

· Individual/group targets, which are set with the pupils and reviewed regularly
Resources
We aim to build a range of resources in the following areas. Many of these exist within school already.
· Outdoor literacy




· Outdoor numeracy

· Outdoor clothing

· Wheeled toys

· Outdoor P.E./Games

· Construction/Den Building kits

· Gardening tools

· Role play

· Sand and water trays
· Weather kit

· Outdoor music

· Forest schools equipment
Outdoor Learning and the Community

The School Grounds

At Radnor Primary School we are lucky to have a large playground with a climbing wall as well as our more secure inner outdoor learning areas. Both year two classes each have an outdoor area and year one and reception also have a shared outdoor area. All of these offer excellent opportunities for both formal and informal learning and play.
The Local Environment

The locality around school harbours a wealth of opportunities within relatively accessible distance. Through planned opportunities pupils can develop their skills to explore their local environment from short trips to our local Thompson Park to places of special scientific interest, heritage sites, places of worship, forest school environments, etc. 
Evaluation of Outdoor Learning 
All staff are responsible for the ongoing evaluation of outdoor learning activities which relate to their planning. Evaluation of the outdoor environments will be ongoing and subject to adjustments to meet the needs of the pupils and the changing society. Pupils will be involved in the planning of changes to the outdoor areas, ensuring their voice is heard when planning further opportunities. 
Monitoring 
The co-ordination and planning of outdoor learning is the responsibility of the co-ordinator, who also:

· Supports colleagues in their teaching, by keeping them informed about current developments in OL and provides a strategic lead and direction for this subject;

· Devises long and short term plans

· Ensures resources are relevant, engaging and meet the needs of all pupils
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