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 Introduction
We believe that effective assessment provides information which can improve learning and teaching.  To do this in our school, we undertake two different but complementary types of assessment: Assessment for Learning and Assessment of Learning.
 Assessment for Learning (formative assessment) involves the use of assessment in the classroom to raise pupil achievement.  It is based on the idea that pupils will improve most if they understand the aim of their learning, where they are in relation to this aim, and what they need to do in order to achieve this aim.
 Assessment of Learning (summative assessment) involves judging pupils’ performances against national standards.  Teachers may make these judgments at the end of a unit of work or a school year.  
 We give our children regular feedback on their learning so that they understand what it is that they need to do better e.g. through verbal feedback, marking etc. We recognise that any assessment at Radnor Primary has a strong influence on the motivation and self-esteem of our pupils.
Objectives
The objectives of assessment in our school are
 To enable our children to accurately demonstrate what they know and how they can apply these skills in classroom and real life situations
· To help our children recognise the standards to aim for and to understand what they need to do next to improve their work
· To involve pupils in their own self-assessment
· To allow teachers to plan work that accurately reflects the needs of each child
· To provide regular information for parents that enables them to support their child’s learning
· To provide the headteacher and governors with information that allows them to make judgements about the effectiveness of the s
Planning for Assessment
In order to turn principles into practice the school will have when appropriate an improvement plan for assessment, recording and reporting across the whole school curriculum.  We use the improvement plan to improve our approaches to assessment across the curriculum
Assessment for Learning
Focus and Success Criteria
We plan our lessons with a clear skills based focus.  We base the work upon the different Contexts for Learning and the range and skills, knowledge and experience required in each of the six Areas of Learning and Experience. We strive to ensure that all tasks set are appropriate to each child’s ability.  Our lesson plans make clear the expected outcomes of the lesson and teachers evaluate pupil performance to inform future learning and teaching.
 Teachers always share the lesson’s focus and success criteria with the children at an appropriate time. Older children often co-construct written success criteria with teachers. Younger children are made aware of what they need to do to be successful through instruction and discussion with their teachers. The teacher and the children will use the success criteria as a guide for completion of the task, for assessing how well the task has been completed and for providing next steps for learning.
Teachers ask planned questions, balancing closed with open ones and analyse pupil’s responses to find out what they know, understand and can do, and to reveal any misconceptions.
 Pupil Self and Peer Evaluation
At Radnor Primary we believe that pupil self and peer-evaluation does not happen by accident.  Pupils need to be given time to acquire and develop these skills as they progress through the school.  This process is started in Reception and aims to gradually provide pupils with skills to become competent and active in self-assessment.  We believe this part of the assessment process is paramount in producing pupils who are active in their own learning and have the skills to become independent lifelong learners.
Children are invited to self and peer-assess at various stages during the lesson.  They can reflect on how well they have done in relation to the focus displayed at the beginning of the lesson by referring to the success criteria.  Teachers may model the questions of self-assessment initially in order to scaffold the process.  This will provide support for all pupils and act as a transition to pupils asking the questions themselves.  The self-assessment responses in short plenary sessions (either during or at the end of a task) may take place individually, in pairs or in groups. Self assessment of written tasks will take the form of either traffic lighting the focus or the individual success criteria. Children will traffic light in green, orange or red, to indicate that a focus or success criteria has been met, partially met or not met.
Feedback to Pupils – Feed Forward Marking
Teachers will ‘star’ the focus in a pupil’s book to indicate that the focus has been met. In addition, we strongly believe that targeted feedback to pupils is very important, as it tells them how well they have done and what they need to do next in order to continue to improve their work.  This feedback is often verbal as we know that providing pupils with feedback is most effective when it can be acted upon immediately. We have an agreed policy for marking which ensures consistency and is clearly understood by the children. Teachers often provide older pupils with time to reflect and act on feedback at the start of a lesson.
When lesson time does not allow for immediate feedback, we write comments on the children’s work when it is marked. These comments take the form of feed forward suggestions, or a ‘My teacher suggests’ stamp, directing pupils to respond to the teacher’s feedback. Children will then be given time to respond to those comments by improving their work. When they do so, they will use a green pen, so that it is clear that improvements have been made. 
 Having children assess their own or each other’s work to match the success criteria can be very effective because it enables them to clarify their ideas on progressing to the next step and the standard expected.  This must be carefully managed to avoid unhelpful comparisons.  Our children are now confident self and peer assessing their work and making the required improvements.  Teachers always review the work themselves afterwards.
Class and Individual Pupil Targets
It is an essential element of Assessment for Learning that children are aware both of where they are in their learning and of what their next step of learning is – how they can improve. This is done on a task by task basis through the process of feedback outlined above. 
Teachers will provide pupils with whole class targets linked to their contexts for learning. These targets will be displayed in classrooms and referred to be teachers when providing feedback. In addition, each child will have a literacy and maths target. These targets are set through consultation between the teacher and the child and are reviewed and updated on an ongoing basis. 
A detailed breakdown of expectations in Assessment for Learning across the school is set out in the Appendix to this policy.
 Inclusion
Our school aims to be an inclusive school.  We actively seek to remove the barriers to learning and participation that can hinder or exclude individual pupils, or groups of pupils.  We achieve educational inclusion by continually reviewing our practices, by monitoring data, and through asking ourselves questions about the performance of these individuals and groups of pupils.  In this way, we make judgments about how successful we are at promoting racial and gender equality, and including pupils with disabilities or special educational needs.
Individual targets are set alongside all ALN pupils in the form of an Individual Development Plan (IDP).  These targets are regularly monitored and reviewed.
Assessment of Learning
At Radnor Primary School we use a number of summative and diagnostic assessments to record our children's learning and track progress. Staff members also use these assessments to identify barriers to learning and plan future learning experiences. 
These assessments are carried out on an ongoing basis, and reviewed at least once a term.
 




Formal Assessments
New assessment timetable here
The following formal assessments are carried out at Radnor Primary school for all pupils:

	Year Group
	Non-verbal reasoning
	National Numeracy Test
	National Reasoning Test
	National Reading Test
	Single Word Spelling Test
	Salford Sentence Reading test
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	2
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	3
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	4
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	5
	 
	√
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	6
	 
	√
	√
	√
	√
	 


 
* This assessment is carried out in the Autumn term.
 




Pupils who are being considered for or taking part in interventions may be given additional assessments in order to track progress.
In addition to these, teachers may from time to time carry out other formal assessments, for example maths tests and spelling or reading assessments, in order to inform their future planning and teaching.
Recording
We recognise various methods of assessing a child’s learning and the type of assessment that we make varies from subject to subject.  We keep field notes for all children which contain information on observations, incidents and notable activities or events. 
On our planning sheets we evaluate the learning that has taken place, those pupils who fail to meet the planned learning objective or who achieved more than was planned so that we can take the needs of these pupils into account when planning for the next lesson
Reporting to Parents
At Radnor Primary we have a range of strategies that keep parents fully informed of their child’s progress in school.  We encourage parents to contact the school if they have concerns about any aspect of their child’s work.
Each term, we offer parents the opportunity to meet their child’s teacher.  At the first meeting of the school year the parents are able to discuss targets that have been identified for their child or any settling in issues that may have arisen, as well as looking at books.  At the second meeting the parents can discuss their child’s progress and look at samples of work from their child’s school books.  At the third meeting, which is optional, parents can discuss concerns from the school report, if there are any.
 During the summer term we give all parents a written report of their child’s progress and achievements during the year.  In this report we also identify target areas for the next school year. We also report on standards in numeracy and literacy across the curriculum, as required by the National Literacy and Numeracy Framework. In addition we write a general comment and the headteacher writes a comment.  We always leave a space for parental feedback.
Roles and Responsibilities
Different people have different responsibilities in relation to assessment at Radnor Primary School: -
Class Teachers
· Provide a supportive environment where assessment can be carried out without damaging self-esteem and motivation
· Share clear planning and learning objectives/success criteria with the pupils
· Use assessment information to inform planning
· Keep on-going assessments through records field notes
· Report to parents on pupil progress, attainment and the next steps forward
· Give constructive feedback to pupils – oral and written comments following the wish format
· Set individual targets for improvement with pupils
· Carry out school based formal assessments and statutory assessments
· Ensure that information is transferred to the receiving teacher/school/ assessment coordinator
· Identify pupils in need of extra support or to be challenged and liaise with the ALNCo to write IDPs
ALNCo
· Provides a supportive environment where assessment can be carried out without damaging self-esteem or motivation
· Liaises closely with class teachers and the Assessment Coordinator
· Monitors pupils progress against their IEPs
· Maintains the SEN register
· Undertakes specific assessment tasks as required
· Liaises with external agencies
· Undertakes formal assessments for statementing
AoLE Group Leaders
· Ensure curriculum Contexts for Learning and FP planning have clear learning objectives
· Monitor their AoLE to ensure assessment informs learning and teaching
· Report to headteacher on standards in their AoLE using subject evaluation
Assessment Co-ordinator
· Ensures policies are up to date, regularly reviewed and consistent with each other
· Generates an action plan for assessment
· Liaises with coordinators to ensure consistency
· Makes assessment procedures clear to all colleagues and ensure they are followed
· Supports colleagues in identifying assessment opportunities
· Collates assessment data to track specific pupil groups
· Ensures a whole school tracking system is available and all staff are able to access the data
· Monitors all assessment procedures and practice
· Oversees assessment processes
Headteacher
· Ensures the school meets statutory requirements
· Agrees statutory whole school targets
· Reviews implementation and monitor assessment procedures
· Reports to parents and governors on standards and compares school performance with national, LA and benchmark data
· Compares gender and ethnic performance
· Liaises and evaluates systems with ARR coordinator
 Governors
· Agree statutory targets
· Agree and contribute to School Improvement Plan (SiP)
· Approve assessment policy
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 Assessment for Learning Expectations
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Assessment for Learning (AFL)
Reception
 
Focus – Ensure children are aware of the lesson focus. This is to be written on the board. For focused tasks the focus will be printed and stuck into work books.
 Lolly Sticks – Can be used for partner work relating to AFL e.g. to select ‘thinking buddies. Also used to pair up for assessing each other’s work and commenting both orally. 
 Success Criteria - are discussed and generated with the help of the children. What we’re looking for and Things to remember are discussed.
 AFL should be carried out across the curriculum as agreed and children made aware that it is done to improve their own/each other’s work.
· Self and Peer evaluation – Ensure children discuss AFL on completion of a task as appropriate.
· Teacher’s provide verbal feedback and, when appropriate, feed forward marking comments. Children must be given time to discuss comments and encouraged to respond to marking by way of written comment underneath or oral response.

 










Assessment for Learning (AFL)
Years 1 and 2
 
Focus – Ensure children are aware of the lesson focus. This is to be written on the board. For focused tasks the focus will be printed and stuck into work books. 
 Lolly Sticks – Can be used for partner work relating to AFL e.g. to select ‘thinking buddies. Also used to pair up for assessing each other’s work and commenting orally. Pupils are also given learning partners, ‘fish and chip partners’, predetermined by their teachers.
Success Criteria – these are shared orally with the children and are a checklist of how to make a successful job of the task.
What we’re looking for and Things to remember are sometimes discussed. +
· Self and Peer evaluation – Ensure children discuss AFL on completion of a task as appropriate.
· Teacher’s provide verbal feedback and, when appropriate, feed forward marking comments. Children must be given time to discuss comments and encouraged to respond to marking by way of written comment underneath or oral response.
 
 









 Assessment for Learning (AFL)
Years 3 and 4
 
Focus – Ensure children are aware of the lesson focus. This will usually be written on the board and copied into the children’s own books. 
Lolly Sticks – Can be used for partner work relating to AFL e.g. to select ‘thinking partners. Also for randomly choosing pupils to respond to questions.
Success Criteria - these are generated with the children and are a checklist of how to make a successful job of the task. They are differentiated as appropriate. 
· Self and Peer evaluation – Ensure children discuss AFL on completion of a task as appropriate. Children swap books and read and evaluate their own and other children’s work both orally and by way of a written comment. Green ink is used by pupils to edit their own work and also to write their peer comments. If work has been done on Hwb or uploaded to SeeSaw, there is facility for pupils to leave assessment comments online.
· Teacher’s Focused marking comments – The focus is starred if achieved. Feed forward comments are made to suggest progress. Children are given time to read comments and encouraged to respond to marking by way of written response underneath.
 










 
 Assessment for Learning (AFL)
Years 5 and 6
 
Focus – Ensure children are aware of the lesson focus. This will usually be written on the board and copied into the children’s own books.
Lolly Sticks – Can be used for partner work relating to AFL e.g. to select ‘thinking partners. Also for randomly choosing pupils to respond to questions. 
Success Criteria - these are generated by the teacher, and often with the children and are a checklist of how to make a successful job of the task.
Self and Peer evaluation – Ensure children discuss AFL on completion of a task as appropriate. Children swap books and read and evaluate their own and other children’s work both orally and by way of a written comment – stars and wishes. Green ink is used by pupils to edit their own work and also to write their peer comments. If work has been done on Hwb or uploaded to SeeSaw, there is facility for pupils to leave assessment comments online.
Teacher’s Focused marking comments – The focus is starred if achieved. Feed forward comments are made to suggest progress. Children are given time to read comments and encouraged to respond to marking by way of written response underneath.
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